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  THE LORD 
MAYOR’S SHOW



Nothing says London like the 
Lord Mayor’s Show.  The world’s 
largest unrehearsed procession, 
the spectacular Show sees more 
than 6,000 people, young and 
old and from all walks of life, 
passing along a three-mile route 
to welcome the new Lord Mayor 
of the City of London.  
	 This ancient procession dates 
back some 800 years, but today 
always takes place on the second 
Saturday in November, when 
some half a million people line 
the City’s streets to watch, with 
millions more enjoying it on 
television. Creative costumes and 
“floats” (so-called because the 

procession once floated down the 
Thames on barges) celebrate all 
aspects of London’s history, from 
the Black Death to the Blitz, and 
with schools joining businesses, 
military, charities and City 
liveries to take part, the Show 
has become a magnificent mix of 
pageantry and street theatre. 
With more than 70 floats, 20 
military and civilian bands, 
dozens of horses and carriages, 
and the magnificent gold State 
Coach — which has been a 
highlight of the procession since 
1757 — the Lord Mayor’s Show 
is a true celebration of London’s 
thriving community spirit.

  THE LORD 
MAYOR’S SHOW
A Spectacular Event



"Never! Nor, in fact, is there – ever was there – or ever  
will there be in any city, upon any river in the world,  
such unapproachable and splendacious pageantry.”
The Illustrated London News, 15 November 1845

  THE LORD 
MAYOR’S SHOW
ILN’s Historic Connections

Content and Digital Agency 
ILN (Illustrated London News 
Limited) was appointed to 
publish the official Lord Mayor’s 
Show Programme in 2015. 
ILN’s relationship with the Lord 
Mayor’s Show dates back to 
The Illustrated London News’ 
inception in 1842. As the world’s 
first illustrated newspaper, it 
became known for its coverage of 
magnificent occasions, so it was 

no accident that The Illustrated 
London News’ famous masthead 
featured the Lord Mayor’s river 
procession at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
From its first year of publication, 
the paper covered each show 
in enthusiastic detail. In the 
1970s, ILN was commissioned to 
publish the Lord Mayor’s Show 
Programme, so it has been a 
great pleasure to return to the 
role.



The Lord Mayor’s Show Programme is the official  
record of the event and is a keepsake for participants  
and spectators alike. 

As well as providing essential information for the  
day’s timings and the route of the procession, the 
programme also…

•	� Introduces the new Lord Mayor of London,  
the Sheriffs and the Lord Mayor’s Appeal

•	 Looks into the history of the Lord Mayor’s Show 
•	� Provides a broad background of the people, 

establishments and charities taking part 
•	� Promotes the City of London as a business  

centre and tourist attraction

10,000 copies of the programme will be printed  
and distributed as follows…

•	� More than 3,500 copies reaching senior  
professionals and key decision makers in the  
City of London in advance of the Show

•	� 2,655 copies included in the ticket price of the 
grandstand seats

•	� More than 3,000 copies sold on the day by 		
volunteers to the spectators lining the streets 

For the many businesses participating or connected 
to the Show and the City of London, the programme 
offers an essential platform in which they can pass on 
their congratulations to the new Lord Mayor and show 
their support to the City of London, while promoting 
themselves to a highly influential audience of senior 
professionals.

Copies of the programme also reach the thousands 
of spectators who line the streets to watch the 
procession, offering opportunities for local shops, 
restaurants, bars and attractions to engage with their 
immediate and active audience. 
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The Programme



Putting the focus firmly on the participants 
in the Show, the Procession Directory runs 
throughout the programme.

On each page there are a maximum of six 
participants featured, and all participants 
have the opportunity to include images and 
extend their entry size to a 1/3 of a page for 
just an additional £600.

• Directory upgrade booking deadline:  
   28 July

• Directory image deadline:  
   18 August
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The Procession Directory



Sponsorship of the Map offers you the opportunity 
to align your brand with one of the most visited 
areas of the Show Programme.  The map provides 
key information on timings, and the route the 
procession follows, so that readers can plan where 
they want to be to see the show. 
 
Sponsorship also gives you the ideal opportunity 
to welcome the incoming Mayor, and thank the 
outgoing Mayor, and should you so wish, if your 
business/es are located within the catchment area, 
you can show the location/s on the map.  You can 
also enhance the sponsorship by taking additional 
advertising space which can be situated in close 
proximity to the map.
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Map Sponsorship - £3,000



In addition to your Procession Directory entry  
and display advertising opportunities, you can 
give your business a fuller focus with a Spotlight 
Advertorial feature.

Using a mixture of text and images, the spotlight 
feature offers a space for you to tell your own 
stories, history and connection with the Lord 
Mayor’s Show.

ILN offers a full and bespoke design service  
with the Spotlight Advertorials.

• �Spotlight content deadline: 5 September 

• �Spotlight approval deadline: 15 September
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Spotlight Advertorial - £5,750



File/Artwork Delivery
Please send your high-res PDF to the
following email: pete.kraushaar@iln.co.uk

•� CMYK (no Pantones or specials)
• �High res (300DPI) PDF
•� No more than 300% ink density
•� File must be supplied with crop marks and 3mm 
bleed

• �DPS advertisements: please supply as two single 
pages. If image crosses the gutter, allow for 
3mm image loss on both pages.

• �Complete with industry-standard colour proof
• �Printing standard: Fogra 39L
• �More details available at www.pass4press.com
Any advert supplied that does not meet our 
specification will incur a £50 per page production 
charge.

SPECIAL POSITIONS
Inside Front Cover Full Page		  £6,037
Inside Front Cover DPS			   £8,740
Outside Back Cover			   £5,775
Front Half Right Hand page		  £5,512

2023 SCHEDULE
Display Copy Deadline - 19 September
Advance Copies Distribution - 1 November
Lord Mayor’s Show Distribution - 11  November

Dimensions (mm, D x W)

Double page: please supply as two single pages. If image crosses the 
gutter, please allow for 3mm image loss on both pages

Trim Bleed Type

Full Page 285 x 210 291 x 216 265 x 190

Half Vertical 265 x 85

Half 
Horizontal 125 x 190

Quarter 
Page 125 x 85

Terms of payment: within 30 days of order. Overdue accounts are subject to a 3% surcharge per month.  
Advertising agency commission: 10%. Cancellation: four months prior to publication date. All bookings are subject to Illustrated London News Limited’s 

Terms and Conditions, a copy of which is available on request. 
All advertising copy supplied for the programme is subject to approval by the Lord Mayor’s Show.
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Advertising specifications

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES
Double page spread			   £7,600
Full page				    £5,250
Half page				    £3,000
Quarter page				    £1,750

CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES
Route Map Sponsorship			   £3,000
Full page Spotlight Advertorial		  £5,750
Half page Spotlight Advertorial		  £3,500
Directory Upgrade			   £600

RATES
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